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Attorney Docket No. 81752.0023 
Appl. No. 09/488,469 Customer No. 26021 

Amdt. Dated July 21, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of April 7, Z0U4 

fl- ^mAnt n t~ tlT pr""-iflc»tiop: 

P,ease replace the paragraph beginning at line 22 of page 8 and ending at 
line 30 of page 3, with the following amended paragraph: 

jB.attsin th ^bo^obj^tr^.i^idSd_anJaage fin^.m^L. 
" "f^ing a main taage and a background mage a^ge serving as a background of the 
main image by using colors each defined by a set of n-valued basic color gradation 
values each having any one of n possible values (n is an integer whrch is eoual to or 
toger than 3) and denning a gradation value of a corresponding one of a 
predetermined set of basic colors, and synthesizing the main image and the 
background image, to thereby form a synthesized image. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at line 9 of page 6 and ending at line 
11 of page 7, with the following amended paragraph: 

According to the image forming method and device, a main image and a 
background timeserving as a background of the main image are formed 
using colors each denned by a set of n-valued basic color gradation values each 
having any one of n possible values (n is an integer which is eoual to or larger than 
3) and denning a gradation value of a corresponding one of a predeternuned set of 
basic colors, and the main image and the background image are synthesrzed to 
.hereby form a synthesized image. More particularly, a plurality of different ma» 
data items respectively representative of candidates for the background image are 
storing as background image data candidates, and a plurality of different sets of the 
n-valued basic color gradation values, which correspond to respective ones of the 
background image data candidates, are stored as candidates for a main unage 
gradation value set of the n-valued basic color gradation values commonly appued 
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Attorney Docket No. 81752.0023 
Appl. No. 09/488,469 Customer No. 26021 

Amdt. Dated July 21. 2004 
Reply to Office Action of Apnl 7, 2004 

« all valid pixels of the — *» - ° f ^ ^ 

^candidates is set to a background image data >- — £^ * 
^ ^ Out of the candidates for the main image gradation value set, 

XL Z s -t * the^™^adation ^ -LA ma^sliapejmag^ 
i^P^ve of a main shape image forming a shape of the mam image * 
item reptcs" ,w Q ^nnnorl two values to all 



pix<! l s of the main shape image as the aU valid pixels of the mam image^ «- 
assigning - invaliditv-u.dicative one of the predetermined two value, « tbe 
re maHg P*els of the main image. A synthesis ™— ^ 

o£ the synthesized image is forced by synthesizing the main .mage and the 
background image hased on a main image data item representative of the - 
i^Tand the background image data item, the main image data .tern having the 
main image gradation value set and the main shape image data turn. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at Une 8 of page 29 and ending at 

line 14 of page 29, with the following amended paragraph: 

^ +v.* Tvrrnt kev 322 to thereby instruct a 
Next, when the user depresses the print Key su. 

. tm an interrupt by the print key 322 is generated, as 
orinting operation at step S70, an interrupt, 

described above, and a print image starts to be formed. After the pnn, 

i8 formed at step S80, the same is printed at step S90, followed by t.rminatmg the 

image.for.mns/printmB process (S10) at step S110. 



Page 3 of 15 

PAGE 11/35 * RCVD AT 7/21/20M 7:30:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1f1 « DN1S:8729306 * CSID:12133376701 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-18 



Jul-21-04* 04 



,34- Freo-Hoian I Haftson L L P- LOT A « I «• » •* T-8T8 P.012/03B F-SOB 



Attorney Docket No. A ngQ^j 
Appl No. 09/488,469 Customer No. 26021 

S. Dated July 2V 2004 
Sj,ly to Office Action of April 7, 200* 

, tbe paragraph begir^ng at line 10 of page 60 and ending at 
Please replace the parage *> 
to e 1 of page 6!, with the lowing amended paragraph: 

-uiaie. In this case, sunuady ^ ^ „ decomposed 

*» ^ ^nr^ and PB4, as shown in HGS. 16A to *D. and 

into image elements PB1, , ^ ^ ^ ^ eleme nt S , 

the in this case, when 

whereby the plotted image can oe P a time main shape 

taa6e aata (not shown) of each J. ^ ^ ^ 

^^^ IT^ and printed 080. S90), followed by 
image PB0 shown in YU*. contour line of each 

— - ^"tr n:r ; J. * — . - 

i^age element m each figure » dra P ^ ^ ^ . { „ 

ascribed above, but not ^ l6ment ra4 of B window whose printing 

possible to omit each process on the anag ^ 

•« j trt "white" (all the gradauon values o . ma 
color is speofied to wlute ( ^ ^below: hence, contour 

S ame applies to windows » H • by ^ ^ (imaginaiy 

lines of frames of the w>ndow in FIG. lb" 



lines). 
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